
Housing for homeless raises neighbors hackles

By Aliza Appelbaum

Residents of Kingsbridge’s Cannon Place, a narrow, mostly quiet street
between the Major Deegan Expressway and the Jerome Park
Reservoir, might soon be getting some new neighbors: a 90-unit
facility mainly for formerly homeless people with special needs.

At a recent meeting held by Community Board 8’s Land Use
Committee, more than 100 people living on or near Cannon Place
showed up to voice their concerns.

“People had problems with having those facilities in the area,” said
Charles Moerdler, chair of the Land Use Committee. “Those units,
they now tell us, are going to be occupied by people who have
substance abuse issues, who have schizophrenia issues, who have
other issues. There are concerns.”

Sixty percent of the facility would be set aside for formerly homeless
people who require special assistance, whether with substance abuse
issues or because they have some form of mental illness. The other
forty percent will be affordable housing, set aside for people who could
not otherwise afford to live in the area, said Frederick Shack, executive
director of Urban Pathways, the not-for-profit organization that would
build and maintain the facility.

The people being helped by Urban Pathways “are able to participate
and work in the community,” and should not be a cause for concern,
Mr. Shack said.
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